
Dear Pastor,

It seems like every election season is heralded as “the most important election of our 
lifetime.” Yet as the years go on, it seems that the heightened sense of urgency never 
goes away, and each election cycle gets more controversial and polarized. 

It would be easy to shy away from it all… except for that pastors have been called to 
shepherd their congregation with the full counsel of the word of God. We know that 
Scripture speaks to every facet of society, including the controversial and polarized 
2024 election here in America.

Please accept this sermon series outline as a catalyst for you to help your church 
grapple with news and current events, but more importantly learn and rest in a 
theology of culture which gives both peace in the midst of chaos, and encouragement 

and motivation to be active salt and light in the public square!

Lauren Cooley

Institute for Faith & Culture



Politics & the Kingdom 
a 6 week sermon series outline

Week 1: "Ruler of the Nations" (Psalm 2)

Bulletin Insert Title: Trusting God's Sovereignty in Uncertain Times

Week 2: "God and Government" (Romans 13)

Bulletin Insert Title: Engaging Government with a Kingdom Mindset

Main Idea: God's sovereignty over all nations and rulers.
Key Points:
1.  God's reign is supreme—The nations may rage, but God remains in control.
2.  The call to submit to Christ as King—All earthly rulers are subject to His authority.
3.  Hope for believers—Even in times of political turmoil, God’s eternal rule is unshaken.
Application: Encourage the congregation to view political events through the lens of God’s 
sovereignty and trust His plan.

Key Scripture: Psalm 2:1-4
“Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth rise up and the 
rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed… The One enthroned in heaven 
laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.”
Reflection: No matter how chaotic political events may seem, God reigns supreme. He is not 
surprised by the actions of leaders or nations. Our hope is in His eternal rule.
Action Step: This week, take time to pray for our nation and its leaders, asking God to guide them and 
help you trust in His sovereignty, especially during political turbulence.

Main Idea: The role of government as instituted by God.
Key Points:
1.  Government’s authority comes from God—Government is meant to maintain order and justice.
2.  The Christian’s responsibility to respect authority—Believers are called to obey the law, except 

where it contradicts God’s commands.
3.  The limit of government’s power—Recognize the line between God's authority and the state’s 

role.
Application: Encourage the congregation to engage civically and prayerfully while honoring God’s 
ultimate authority.

Key Scripture: Romans 13:1
“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.”



Week 3: "Church and State" (Matthew 5, 10, 28)

Bulletin Insert Title: Being Salt and Light in a Secular World

Week 4: "Biblical Justice" (Psalm 72)

Bulletin Insert Title: Pursuing God's Vision of Justice

Reflection: God uses governments to establish order and justice, but their authority is limited by His 
will. As Christians, we respect governing authorities while holding them accountable to God’s 
standards.
Action Step: Consider ways you can positively engage in the civic process. How can you advocate for 
justice and righteousness in government while honoring God as the ultimate authority?

Main Idea: The balance between the role of the church and its relationship with the state.
Key Points:
1.  The church as salt and light (Matthew 5)—Christians influence society by living out the gospel.
2.  Persecution and mission (Matthew 10)—The church may face opposition, but its mission remains 

to preach the gospel.
3.  The Great Commission (Matthew 28)—The church’s primary role is spiritual, but it influences 

every area of life.
Application: Urge the congregation to maintain their witness in the public square without 
compromising the gospel.

Key Scripture: Matthew 5:16
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven.”
Reflection: The church plays a crucial role in shaping culture and influencing society. Our mission is 
to point people to Christ, not just through our words but also through our actions in the public 
square.
Action Step: Find one area in your community where you can bring the light of Christ—whether 
through service, advocacy, or sharing the gospel. Make a plan to engage this week.

Main Idea: God's vision for justice in the world.
Key Points:
1.  God’s desire for justice and righteousness—The King is called to defend the poor and needy.
2.  True justice is rooted in God’s character—It goes beyond fairness to reflect mercy, equity, and 

compassion.
3.  Christians’ call to pursue justice—Our involvement in justice issues reflects God's heart for the 

marginalized.
Application: Encourage active engagement in promoting justice, particularly in areas of policy and 
law, while keeping Christ at the center.

Key Scripture: Psalm 72:4
“May he defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; may he crush the 
oppressor.”



Week 5: "In the World, Not of the World" (Jeremiah 29)

Bulletin Insert Title: Faithful Presence in a Secular Society

Week 6: "Religious Liberty" (Acts 5)

Bulletin Insert Title: Standing Firm for Religious Liberty

Reflection: God’s justice is not just about fairness; it’s about protecting the vulnerable and 
promoting righteousness. As followers of Christ, we are called to reflect God’s heart for justice in our 
own lives.
Action Step: Identify an issue of justice—whether local or global—that resonates with you. How can 
you support or get involved in advocating for the oppressed and vulnerable this week?

Main Idea: How Christians live faithfully in a culture that may oppose biblical values.
Key Points:
1.  Living in exile—Like Israel in Babylon, Christians are called to seek the welfare of the place where 

they live.
2.  Engagement without compromise—We work for the good of society without losing our distinct 

identity in Christ.
3.  Hope for the future—Our ultimate home is not in this world, but in the kingdom of God.
Application: Equip the congregation to engage with culture and politics thoughtfully, but always with 
the understanding that their ultimate allegiance is to Christ.

Key Scripture: Jeremiah 29:7
“Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the 
Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”
Reflection: Like the Israelites in Babylon, we live in a culture that may not share our values, but we 
are still called to seek its welfare. We engage faithfully without conforming to the world’s standards.
Action Step: Pray for your city and its leaders. Look for ways you can serve your community while 
holding fast to your Christian identity. How can you contribute to the common good without 
compromising your faith?

Main Idea: The importance of standing firm in faith when religious freedom is challenged.
Key Points:
1.  Obeying God over man—When the apostles were forbidden from preaching, they chose to obey 

God.
2.  The cost of religious liberty—There may be consequences for standing for faith, but God’s 

mission continues.
3.  The role of the church in defending liberty—Christians should advocate for the freedom to 

worship and live according to their beliefs.
Application: Encourage believers to protect religious liberty while remaining faithful to God’s 
mission, even in the face of opposition.

Key Scripture: Acts 5:29
“Peter and the other apostles replied: ‘We must obey God rather than human beings!’”



Reflection: Religious liberty allows us to live out our faith openly and boldly. When that freedom is 
threatened, we are called to stand firm, obeying God above all earthly authorities.
Action Step: Pray for those facing persecution for their faith around the world. Consider how you 
can protect and promote religious liberty in your own community through advocacy, education, or 
involvement in civic matters.


